POLITICAL HOROSCOPES 
FROM THE REIGN OF ZENO 


DAVID PINGREE 


N the late ninth century of the Christian era, near the southeastern shore of 

the Caspian Sea, Abii Yasuf Ya‘qib ibn ‘Ali al-Qasrani! wrote an enormous 

astrological compendium entitled Jamz al-kitab or Kitab al-Mas@1l. One 
chapter of this work is devoted to a discussion of the interpretation of horo- 
scopes cast on the occasions of the coronations of kings.? In this chapter he 
quotes nineteen examples; all can be dated from the astronomical information 
which they contain, and fall into three groups. 


Group A: apparently due to Group C: due to al-Qasrani. 
Mashaallah.° IX. 7 January 884. 
I. 21 October 766.4 X. 18 August 531.’ 
II. 10 August 767. XI. 24 June 754. 
III. 13 July 767. XII. 31 October 864. 
IV. 13 June 767.4 XIII. 12 February 866. 
V. 10 January 768.5 XIV. 9 October 867. 
XV. 28 August 870. 
Group B: from a Byzantine source.® XVI. 16 September 877. 
VI. 12 January 475. XVII. 3 June 880. 
VII. 18 July 484. XVIII. 8 November 882. 
VIII. 9 April 483. XIX. 3 December 882. 


1A brief notice of al-Qasrani appears in M. Ullmann, Die Natur- und Geheimwissenschaften im 
Islam (Leiden, 1972), 314-15. 

* The earliest coronation-horoscope that we possess is that of Antiochus I of Commagene at Nimrud 
Dagh, dated 7 July -61; see O. Neugebauer and H. B. Van Hoesen, Greek Horoscopes (Philadelphia, 
1959), 14-16. For other horoscopes of coronations or of astronomical events associated with accessions 
to the throne (in addition to those mentioned in this article), see D. Pingree, ‘‘Historical Horoscopes,”’ 
JAOS, 82 (1962), 487-502; idem, “Gregory Chioniades and Palaeologan Astronomy,” DOP, 18 (1964), 
135-60, esp. 138 note 29; idem, The Thousands of Aba Ma‘shar (London, 1968), 24 note and 78-121; 
and idem, ‘‘The Astrological School of John Abramius,’’ DOP, 25 (1971), 191-215, esp. 191-94 and 
200; and E. S. Kennedy and D. Pingree, The Astrological History of Mash@ allah (Cambridge, Mass., 
1971). 

* On Masha’allah, besides the book of Kennedy and Pingree cited in the previous footnote, see 
D. Pingree in Dictionary of Scientific Biography, 9 (New York, 1974), 159-62, and ‘‘Masha’allah: Some 
Sasanian and Syriac Sources,” Essays on Islamic Philosophy and Science, ed. G. F. Hourani (Albany, 
1975), 5-14. 

* Horoscopes I and I'V in variant forms are found in the so-called ‘Leiden Dorotheus” (Leiden 
Or. 891, folios 8-10) and in the Byzantine compendium ascribed to Ahmad the Persian, which is 
preserved primarily in two manuscripts produced in the School of John Abramius: Marcianus graecus 
324, copied in about 1380, and Angelicus graecus 29 (our E below), copied by Eleutherius Elius in 
1388. On the School of John Abramius, see the article cited in note 2 and ‘‘The Horoscope of Con- 
stantinople,’’ to appear in the Festschrift for Willy Hartner. 

* This horoscope and its Byzantine translation have been published by me in Kennedy and Pingree, 
181-84. 

® A number of other fifth-century Byzantine horoscopes were known to Arab astrologers; see 
Kennedy and Pingree, 169-74 and 178-80 (Masha’allah), and D. Pingree, ‘(The Later Pauligasiddhanta,”’ 
Centaurus, 14 (1969), 172-241, esp. 172 (Aba Ma‘shar). 

” A corrupt version of this horoscope was published from a manuscript in the India Office Library 
by S. H. Taqizadeh, ‘‘Some Chronological Data Relating to the Sasanian Period,” BSOS, 9 (1937-39) 
125—39, esp. 128-30. 


, 
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Groups A and C will be published elsewhere ;* here we are concerned only 
with B. 

All three of the horoscopes in Group B share a pessimistic attitude toward 
the prospects of the respective rulers, though it is clear that previous astrol- 
ogers had advised the rulers of horoscopes VI and VII differently before their 
coronations. This characteristic and their contemporaneity suggest a common 
source: an astrological advisor relieving his regal patron of concern over his 
enemies’ or rivals’ chances by proving astrologically that they are fated to 
fail. In the first two cases this astrologer (presumably through his master’s 
secret service) has obtained copies of the horoscopes cast by the rivals’ astrol- 
ogers for their coronations; in the third he has cast the horoscope himself for 
the known date of the rival’s assumption of power. 

Horoscope VII, concerning the coronation of Leontius, is preserved in 
Greek in a version that has been edited twice before® and partially translated 
into English;!® the Arabic allows us to present an improved edition. The last 
sentence of the Arabic refers to the substance of the verses of Dorotheus cited 
at the end; this circumstance is convincing evidence that it is a translation of 
the very discussion of the horoscope which we still have in Greek. It is probable, 
therefore, that the author of that Greek horoscope also wrote the Greek 
originals of horoscopes VI and VIII. 

Leontius, of course, was rebelling against the Emperor Zeno. One of his 
associates in this rebellion was the grammarian Pamprepius of Panopolis, 
whose career is analyzed astrologically in a horoscope preserved in a work 
falsely ascribed to Rhetorius." Horoscopes VI and VIII, as we shall shortly 
demonstrate, can also be connected with political rivals of Zeno. It is clear, 
then, that our astrologer was in the employ of that unpleasant despot. It is 
possible that he was the Maurianus who, according to John Malalas,” was 
consulted by Zeno with regard to his successor in 486. 

I edit the Arabic texts of the three horoscopes of Group B from two manu- 
scripts. H is folios 305-306 of Hamadiye 821!% in the Sileymaniye Library in 
Istanbul, a manuscript of 343 folios copied in a.H. 1183 (which extended from 
7 May 1769 till 26 April 1770); Bis pages 487-489 of Berlin Arab 5877 (Land- 
berg 70),14 a recent manuscript of 522 pages. 


8 Group C will shortly be published by W. Madelung and D. Pingree in JNES. 

® By F. Cumont, in Catalogus Codicum Astrologorum Graecorum (henceforth, CCAG), I (Brussels, 
1898), 107—8, and by W. Kroll, in CCAG, VI (Brussels, 1903), 66-67. 

10 Neugebauer and Van Hoesen, 147-48. 

11Qn the true nature of this work, see D. Pingree, ed., Dovothei Sidonii Carmen Astrologicum 
(Leipzig, 1976), XII-XIII, and “Antiochus and Rhetorius,” to appear in Classical Philology. 

12 Ed. L. Dindorf, Bonn ed. (1831), 390; and Chronicon Paschale, ed. L. Dindorf, Bonn ed. (1832), I, 
606. See also E. Stein, Histoive du Bas-Empire, II (Paris, 1949), 75. 

13 M. Krause, ‘‘Stambuler Handschriften islamischer Mathematiker,’’ Quellen und Studten Gesch. 
Math. Astr. Phys., B 3 (Berlin, 1936), 437-532, esp. 453. 

14 W. Ahlwardt, Verzeichnis der arabischen Handschriften, V (Berlin, 1893), pp. sub numero 
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Horoscope VI 
ELM ye bgiadly cll sie Slee 
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Horoscope VI 


Example of a coronation and fall from rulership 


Look at the planets of this king at the hour (at which he began to) rule. How 
did it escape the notice of those astrologers who looked for him? Because 
Venus is in midheaven and is the lord of the Lot of Fortune and the lord of the 
triplicity of the Sun, the luminary of the day, and Jupiter aspects the Sun 
from quartile. This indicates power and eminence and splendor. But they did 
not look at its (the Sun’s) aspectors nor at the fact that the soundness of ruler- 
ship is from the Sun. But the Sun is in the twelfth (place) from the ascendent 
with the descending node, and Mars aspects it from quartile. Because of this he 
will fall from rulership, splendor, and so on. (Saturn is) the lord of the ascendent 
and the lord of the Sun’s house, cadent in the sixth (place), aspected from 
quartile by Mars, opposite to the Sun, diminishing and evil in (its) motion. 
And the Moon is in the eighth, in a bad place, and the lord of its house (e., 
Mercury) does not aspect it, but in addition is in the twelfth from the ascendent. 
Jupiter is injured by the opposition of Mars, diminishing his fortune and his 
governance. Similarly the fullness (of the Moon) also is eclipsed and is with the 
ascending node, and the two malefics weaken it. All of this indicates poverty, 
the loss of rulership and its diminution, and strife and evil and misery. 


This horoscope can be dated about 9 am of 12 January 475; there was a 
partial lunar eclipse on 8 January 475. 


Text Computation 
Saturn Cancer 26° Cancer 29° 
Jupiter Libra 9;30 Libra 2 
Mars Aries 27 Aries 28 
Sun Capricorn 21 Capricorn 23 
Venus Sagittarius 29 Capricorn 2 
Mercury Aquarius 10 Aquarius 11 
Moon Virgo 14 Virgo 6 
Ascending node Cancer 12 Cancer 10 
Ascendent Aquarius 20 ca. 9 AM 


The event with which this horoscope must be connected is the coronation 
of Basiliscus as Emperor of the East after Zeno had fled Constantinople with 
his wife, his mother, and his household goods ‘‘on the ninth day of his consul- 
ship’’5 (presumably 9 January,’® the day following the lunar eclipse) in 475. 
The horoscope may originally have been cast by an astrologer of Illus, who 
acted in conjunction with Basiliscus.” Zeno’s astrologer was the more successful, 
for Basiliscus was overthrown after a reign of but two years. 


18 Fragment 210 of John of Antioch, in FHG, IV (Paris, 1851), 618. 

16 EB. Stein, Vom rémischen zum byzantinischen Staate (Vienna, 1928), 537. 

17 This astrologer might also have originally cast horoscope VII, since Illus was involved with 
Leontius in 484 as he was with Basiliscus in 475. 
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Horoscope VII 
gla sad ot dle 
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Horoscope VII 


Another example of a coronation 


This is another example. The king placed a crown on his head at the time the 
astrologers chose for him, but they did not succeed in what they wrote of the 
soundness of his rule. The planets were as they are in this diagram. 

These astrologers noticed that the Sun is in the ascendent, and that Jupiter 
and Mars are with it. But they did not first look at the lord of the hour, Mercury, 
and how it happens to be in the second (place) from the ascendent, cadent, at 
its greatest elongation from the Sun—it indicates his death, though they did 
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not see it—and it (the Sun) is the lord of its (Mercury’s) house. Saturn is with 
the Moon in the place of his (Lot of) Fortune and aspects Mercury from quartile, 
but Venus is not able to drive it (Saturn’s maleficence) away from the Moon 
because it (Venus) is cadent from the ascendent. And the Sun casts its rays 
at the Moon, but Saturn is an obstacle between it and its aspectors, and the 
Moon with its evil is the lord of the Sun’s house and of the ascendent and (of 
the house) of Jupiter, while Mars and the descending node are in the ascendent 
with Jupiter. 

How did they (Leontius’ astrologers) neglect the lords of the houses of the 
two luminaries, by which the matter is clarified? He will rule a short while, 
and then fall from his rulership. 


The Greek version of this horoscope is preserved in two copies. It is chapter 
88 of the compilation put together by Eleutherius Elius in 1388 under the name 
Palchus in Angelicus graecus 29,}§ designated E, where it occupies folios 
126-126"; and it occurs in a collection of horoscopes in Vindobonensis phil. 
gr. 108,18 designated U, where in it is found on folio 299. 


Katapyi Acovtiou otepSévtos év “Avtioysic. 


Odtos dtd B paSnpaTiKdv AaBeov katapyiy éotépSn Kai ev 9éws E€ETIEGE THs PactAEias 
Kal Tis TUyns. Etous AtoKAntiavol <o’> unui "Emigl Kd’ dpas a&pxopuevns a’, “HAios év 
Kapxiveo xs’, ZeAt}vn Tkoptrie LC’, Kedvos Zkoptrien ie’, ZeUs Kapxiven<1>e’, “Apns Kapxlve k’, 
5 *Appoditn AiSvpors xs’, “Epis Agovti 19’, copooxdtros Kapxivep ky’, uecoupcvnua Kpid, 
"AvaBiBdlov Aiyoxépoti 18’, avvoS0s év Kapxive, KAFipos TUXNS Tkoptries [1]0', Saipav 
Kpid, Gyoua yevvtj}oews Koide. 
TloAY épdvtace ToUs Thy KaTapytv SeSeKdTas f) Tou “HAiou Kai tou Atos Kai Tou 
“Apews wpooKoTria Kai <f)> étravapopa Tou ‘Eouou Kal To d&yaSotuxely Thy LeAtvny 
10 tpds Kpdvov xai Aja. dA’ oF Trpocécyov TIPTOV TH TroAevovTi Kal S1étrovti “Epyt) eis 
Ta&90s uTrETTTOKSTI THY yap Ueylorny atrécTacly dreiye TOU “HAfou, 6 Kal PicioSavatov 
dtroteAsi, Kal td Kpdvou [pdvou] éSewpeito. otte yap ty “Appoditn yovn nduvato 
Sepatreticn Td EGOS: ETreUPSAEL yap avTH 6 “HAtos. ote THAI EokOTINGAY Thy ZeAT VY 
xuplav otcayv Tot “HAfou Kai Tov dpookétrov Kal Atds Kai “Apews kal Tis cuvodou Tatrel- 
15 voupévny Kal KakoSaipovovoay. iva &§ undév TolTtav Tdv oynuctov Urijpxev OUK TPKEL 
Trpds KAIaipeciv TO Tov “HAlov kai Tov @pooKdTrov Kal Tov Ala <aua> TeTUXNKEVAL. 


Tlés 8 trapfASev avtous Kai TO Kepc&Aaiov Awpodeou, EvSa Aéyer'20 


Séoxeo 8” HéA1dv Te Ueyav KpouTrYTY Te LEAN YTV 
15’ olkeov BaoiAfjas év ofs BU0 PATa PEePnxev, 
20 dpovdpov S’étri toici Kal aiSépos dkpotatoio 


18 CCAG, V, 1 (Brussels, 1904), 4-57; see also “The Astrological School of John Abramius” cited in 
note 2, and ‘‘The Horoscope of Constantinople” cited in note 4. 

19 CCAG, VI, 1-37. 

20 Fragment relating to Dorotheus V 5, 16-17, in the edition cited in note 11. 
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Céov Sti waver péoov ovpavov dupritroAguoy, 
Kal Mivn tiva toutwv gyet Tétrov de Tis AUTTs 
gotiv &vak. fv & oUtos d&rroKAinateooly evein, 
aut tT’ év> KévTpoioiy, évl TrpP~wTOIOI WEV Epyov 
25 evavTés AGQUTTOOV TE QaviceTaI, AUTAP ETTEITA 
yevoetai of Spiov, TO 8€ of TEAOS E€aTroAciTal. 


30 


35 


1 wy’ in marg. E, p€S’ in marg. U || 1-3 katapyi — tuxns om. U || 3 wiv U | dpas E, éppovoa U | 
c&pxouévn ia U | év om. E|| 4 oxoptric] signum Cancri, E | 15 Arab || 6 vom. U | Saipov U |j 7 yev- 
vijoews om. U || 8 tas U || 8.9 tot &pews Kai tot Aids U || 9 4 suppl. Cumont | &yaSotuytv U || 
10 Siav U || 10.11 tov troAevovta Kai Siétrovta “Eppfiy els 1r&S05 éutretrtr@Kéta U || 11 unyiorny U | d&ré- 
otacivom. E || 12 xai — éSewpeito ante 11 6 pon. U || 11 BioSdvatov E || 12 dretéder U | pdvov 
E | 4 om. E | povn om. U || 13 éuecepBorar U | avtiv E, attous U | otte E, cai U || 14 tm U | 
tatroivoupévn U || 15 tovrov U | trd&pywv U || 16 kaSépeoiv U | &ua suppl. Kroll | tetuynkaive U || 
17 mds U || 18 SteAtdv U| péya U|xparmd U || 1986 E | BeBrxaoiw E || 20 Sép0s U | &xpotétois EU, 
corr. Kroll || 21 wovoa E | pecdv ovpavov U, uecoupdv E || 22 tive E, trix U| tovtwy ad ascendens 
mediumque caelum refert, tovtou Ludwich | A8étns U, 48’ Stis Kroll || 23 8 om. E | étroxAwscérteoiv 
E, &troxAipatevoty U, corr. Cumont || 24 7’ év Kroll, yap Cumont || 25 ev y’a&vte U | Aautrpdv te paviice- 
taiom. U |émta U || 26 oi dpiovom. E, evodéov sugg. Kroll, év peodtois sugg. Ludwich || 27-35 schema 
om. E || 29 Saipov U 


This horoscope was cast for sunrise (an hour ruled by Mercury) of Wednesday 
18 July 484.74 


Greek Arabic Computation 
Saturn Scorpio 15° Scorpio 15° Scorpio 14° 
Jupiter Cancer <1>5 Cancer 15 Cancer 17 
Mars Cancer 20 Cancer 22 Cancer 7 
Sun Cancer 26 Cancer 23 Cancer 26 
Venus Gemini 26 Gemini 21 Gemini 28 
Mercury Leo 19 Leo 19 Leo 23 
Moon — Scorpio 7 Scorpio 16 Scorpio 11 
Ascending node Capricorn 14 Capricorn 12 Capricorn 6 
Ascendent Cancer 23 Cancer 23 sunrise 


21 Neugebauer and Van Hoesen, 147-48. 
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Again in this case Zeno’s astrologer was more accurate in his prediction than 
was his rival’s since Leontius was killed in 488.2% One somewhat unusual term 
used in the Greek original of this horoscope is Gywoua yevvijoews. A similar 
term, Uyoua yevéoews, is found in the horoscope of Pamprepius who, as was 
indicated above, was associated with Leontius and Illus in the revolt of 484. 
The horoscope of Pamprepius is also interpreted in a hostile fashion, and like 
that of Leontius’ coronation contains a quotation from Dorotheus. I suspect 
that it must join our collection of horoscopes interpreted by Zeno’s astrologer. 
It and two closely related horoscopes are edited in the appendix. 


Horoscope VIII 


10 
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Jad lll yo pte GI SYS tle Goll Ryall oy oy ARM Oly — Bast ce — Lal dey 9 Qual @ 
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23 For the adventures of Illus and Leontius, see Stein, Histoive du Bas-Empire, II, 28-31. 
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Horoscope VIII 


Example of a coronation. 


I wrote down its horoscopic diagram. 

Both the Sun and Venus are in its (the Sun’s) exaltation in the place of 
happiness. So the beginning of his rule is good. But Mars is in the house of the 
result aspecting midheaven from opposition, and Jupiter, the lord of the Lot 
of Fortune, is in the twelfth (place) from the ascendent; and the lord of the 
Moon’s house and fullness is Venus, which is impaired beneath the light of the 
Sun. Then look: the lord of the day, Saturn, is in the sixth from the ascendent, 
diminishing (in its motion), and Mars aspects it. And it—that is, Venus—is 
in the sign of the city in midheaven, and Jupiter, the lord of the house of the 
city in which he rules, is in the twelfth from the ascendent. So it indicates that 
he who casts him out of his rule will have no power, his government will be 
very insignificant. 


This horoscope can be dated ca. 10 Am on Saturday 9 April 483. 


Text Computation 

Saturn < Scorpio) Scorpio 9° 
Jupiter Taurus 19° Gemini 0 
Mars Virgo 9 Virgo 12 
Sun Aries 18 Aries 20 
Venus Aries 9 Aries 21 
Mercury Taurus 6 Taurus 10 
Moon Libra 28 Libra 29 
Ascending node Capricorn 28 Aquarius 0 
Ascendent Gemini 7 | ca. 10 AM 


The question of whose coronation took place on 9 April 483 is not easily 
answered. All that we learn from the discussion of the horoscope is that his 
capital is governed by Pisces and that he will not rule for long. However, if 
we arecorrect in assuming that this horoscope also was cast by Zeno’s astrologer, 
a candidate is at hand. Theodoric Valamer’s activities in this period are best 
described (but then very inadequately) by Marcellinus Comes. His entries for 
the years 482 and 483 include the following statements :?8 


482, 2. Theodoricus cognomento Valamer utramque Macedoniam Thessa- 
hamque depopulatus est, Larissam quoque metropolim depraedatus. 

483. Idem Theodoricus rex Gothorum Zenonis Augusti munificentiis paene 
pacatus magisterque praesentis militiae factus, consul quoque designatus, 
creditam sibi Ripensis Daciae partem Moesiaeque inferioris cum suis satel- 
hittbus pro tempore tenuit. 


23 MGH, 11, 2, ed. T. Mommsen (Berlin, 1894), 92. 
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After Theodoric’s depredations in 482, Zeno—presumably in early 483— 
persuaded him to retire to the North, to his capital at Novae (near modern 
Svistov, in Bulgaria, on the Danube), by granting him presents and titles. 
Though he actually became consul only in 484, I suspect that Zeno asked his 
astrologer for a reading based on the date of conferring the titles magzster 
praesentis militiae and consul designatus on Theodoric—or perhaps the date 
itself was selected by the astrologer. In any case, according to Odapsus as 
cited by Hephaestio of Thebes,?* a part of Pisces dominates Borysthenes, 
another part Thrace; while according to the Liber Hermetis,™ the second 
decan in Pisces dominates Dacia. This should have sufficed to encourage the 
astrologer to make the prediction that he did. 


APPENDIX 


The horoscope of Pamprepius is preserved in the collection mistakenly 
ascribed to Rhetorius of Egypt; it appears on folios 139’—141 of Parisinus 
graecus 2425,76 here denoted R, from which it was previously edited by F. 
Cumont,?’ and from which I edit it again. R’s frequent use of the wrong vowels 
is ignored in the apparatus. 


Téveois ypapyyaTtixou 


OUtos yéyove OnBaios ypayCu>aTikds Trevns <E>oos ETCOV AB. Giro S& ETOV AY ynwas 
HpEato &vacpdAdAyev év "ASHvais. Kal Aoitrov puyav év Bulavtic EKoOAANSN &vdpi 
yey cA, Kal tiroKkpi9els EaUTOC V> Gs YOrTA fTOI TeAEOTIV yEyove KOVETTODP, Elta Urratos, 

5 elta tratpixios. Kal yeT& TAUTA Gs TINCSOTNS Ev KaoTPW EOMayT ETOV ud Extov. iv Sé 
Kal d&oeAyns. 

“HAtos Zuyé €' 7’, ZeAtjvn Tavpw 1’ 8’, Kedvos Taupe xe’, Zeus Zuy@ xy’ 7’, “Apns 
AiyoxéowrTi Ks’ 1’, “Appoditn ZKoptrico xs’, ‘Epytis Zuy@ ky’, dpooKdtros “YSpoxow Ky’ 
A’, usecoupdvnua To€dty e’ ry’, TravoéAnvos Kpid B’ uB’, TUXN TlapSéveo ks’ AS’, Saipoov 

10 Kapxiveo x’ AS’, Uyoua yevéoews MapS€évep, KAT}pos avaupetou “YSpoxow. 

ZnTHoas Thy TpoKeévnyv yéveoiv eUpov Thy yev ZeAvnv Kai Kpdvov Kai “Agppoditny 
Kal "Apnv poipikdss ctroKexAiKoTas, Cediakdds Sé ZeATvnv Kai Kpovoy Kal "Agpoditny as 
émrikévtpous, Tov Sé “HAtov Kai “Epyfiy kal Afa CopSiaKdds diroKeKAIKOTOS’ HOIPIKOS 5 O 
"HAlos év Ti éTravapopa TOU SUvovTos KevTpou ETUCy>Xavev. 6Pd ov TOV Kpdovov KUpIoV 

15 dvtTa ToU dpooKdtrou, Kal TPATov TprywviKov SeoTroTHV ToU Te GpooKdtroU Kal TOU 
TPLYWVIKOU PWTds TOU ONMAIVOVTOS THY TPATHY TAIKiav, év TH cTrOKAIPATI TOU Utroyeiou 
KévTpou, Kal c&voipéTy, Kal Utd “Apews PAaTITOpEvov KATA TO ico{a>KEAT] Tplywvov, 
GAAK 8 Kal Thy CApositnv> Kupiav avTtoU Kai Tis ZeAtvns Kat’ évavtiwoiy aUTTs 
KELMEVTV. 

20 = Tas ot Gv Thy TrpmTHy AAiKlav yoAeTTy ExtTHOATO, GAAG St Kai puyas év TroAACIs 
ToTrois éyéveto Sia TO Siayetpeio9au Tv LeAnvnv Ud Tov iSiou oixoSeotrétou. Pnolv 
yap <--->" 

24 4 potelesmatica, I, 1, 221, ed. D. Pingree, I (Leipzig, 1973). 
2 W. Gundel, Neue astrologische Texte des Hermes Trismegistos (Munich, 1936), 23. 


26 CCAG, VIII, 4 (Brussels, 1922), 22-42. 
27 Ibid., 221-24. 
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thy Mrvnv xaSdpa tivos c&oTtépo0s éotiv ev OlKc" 
Kav eVETS TOUTOV PwWAEUOUEVOV SIQHETO, 
25 Kal puyas gota 61) Ka&onYOS Kal YETAVaOTTS. 


Kai Tauta pev repli Tis trpwtns HAiKias pexpl ETOV KE 7) A, TOUTEOTI WEXPI THs Aavapopss 

Tou Taupou 7) Tis ZeAtlvns 7 Tis KpoviKijs Trep1dSo0u. peta SE TaUTA cvEeTelAe 6 SevTEpOS 

Tplywvuikds Seotrétnys, Toutéotiv “Epyitis, ueta Aids arro éTdv AB: ‘“Epuou yap trepiodos 

tn Kk Kal Aids 18, & yivetou étn AB, dq’ oF HpEaTo dvaveverv TH THY erred 6 ‘Epuiis Kai 

30 6 KUplos TOU KATpou Tis TUyns ETUCy>aveEV. OSev KATA EPS TTPOBalvovTos ypovoU Kai 

TH TUX TpoékoTrTev Sic TO TOV “Epyfiv eivar KUpIOV TOU KAT|poU Kai This SeuTEpAS TAIKias 

(kal éyKapSiou <6vtos> Atds) Kal éotrepiav avaTtoAty TroioWwevov [69ev KaTa TrpoBaoty 
TOV ETOV TIOOEKOTITE Kal TH TUXT]. 


1 pry’ in marg. R || 2 ypoapyparixds Cumont | AS R, AB Cumont || 3 dvacpdAAeiv Cumont | Autrav R, 
corr. Cumont || 4 géavtov Cumont || 5 AB corr. in 6 || 12 yepnxds R, corr. Cumont || 13 poipnkov R, 
corr. Cumont || 14 éruyyavev Cumont || 17 évapoipétny R | icooxeAf] Cumont || 18 dgpo8itnv Cumont || 
20 éktihonto R, corr. Cumont || 22 <Swpd9e0s> Cumont, sed Heph. III 47, 1-51 et Dor. V 36 non 
quadrant || 23 év ofke éotiv R, corr. Cumont || 24 xai qv edpis R, corr. Cumont| Sidyetpov R, corr. 
Cumont || 25 éori & KR, corr. Delcourt | kal Gonuos corr. in Kail &tipos R, corr. Cumont || 261 R, A 
Cumont || 27 ypovixijs R || 30 truyyaveyv Cumont | tpwBaivov tois R, corr. Cumont || 31 mpoexmtrte 
R, corr. Cumont || 32 troiowpevos R || 33 thv tuynv R, corr. Cumont in apparatu 


Tlepi tov elvai avtov ypayuatixdy, 


"Opa Tov KAT pov Tis TUXTS év EpUaIKe CoodSie éutrertwoxdTta, duoiws SE Kai Tov “Epytjv 

TOV KUPIOV TOU KAT|pou év K&vIpwrroEBei CwSleo Kai {Sie Tpryaveo, ueT& Aids iodyoipoy, 

Kai Trpocwtra Aids Kai dpiois “Epyou Kai <oixe> ’Appoditns. Kai tata T& KepcAaia 

5 KoouEiv Toiouse Tous Adyous, UdAIoTA Sid TO Tov ‘Epyiiv cuveitvar TH Att iodyoipov. 
yéyove S€ TH TUyN KoUéoTOp. 


1 pi’in marg. R || 2 dpos_R, corr. Cumont | éxrerrrwxéta R, corr. Cumont || 3 icodpoipov R, corr. 
Cumont || 5 1d ov: R, corr. Cumont | isompoipov R, corr. Cumont || 6 xaeotwp R, corr. Cumont 


Tlepi tou elvor atrrév trpodétTv. 
"Opa tov “Epyfiv xaSutreptepouvta tov “Apny xat& TeTpkywvov. onol yap Tis Tév 
copay,28 


el SE vu TeTpa&TrAEUPOS Edov TOV d&veTEpOV oye! 
5 “Epusias, Baroy & TéoTrov p<a>uA@TaTos *Apns, 
Seivdos E€eTEAEoCo)e Travowipyous fTE UEAOVTAS 
doetrayas Kal &AAoTpiov oteproeis (troieiv), 
els Etepov S’étepou yeTav(coT>ac1v dvépos avdpa. 
CACADOT’ eUpoinev Kai TO AolTrév’ 
10 EvIOKT}YouG! (Trp >oSdévtes 
Co>oiCv> KaKounxavin, KTeavdy &’<édtro>yunvaovoly. 
1 pie’ in marg. R || 4 viv R | tetpdrAnpos R | icyy R, corr. Cumont | 5 épufis R, corr. Cumont | post 
toTrov add. paiver R || 6 Suvds R, corr. Cumont | é€etéAeooe Cumont | én R, corr. Cumont | weAACvTas 


R, corr. Cumont || 7 oephtas R || 8 5: 8€ érépou petdvaciv d&rdvepos R, corr. Cumont || 10 d8évtas 
R, corr. Cumont || 11 xoxounxavia R | & yuuvacouo: R, corr. Cumont 


28 Fragment relating to Dorotheus II 15, 28, in the edition cited in note 11. 
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Tlepi tis d&oeAyefas. 


“Opa Tov KUpIov TOU WpocKOTrOU Kal Tov KAfjpov [Tis TUyNS Kai] ToU Bafpovos év 
c&oeAyei Coodin éutretrtaoKdtas’ &AAG 61) Kal TO Siayetpefv Kpdvov trpds “Aqpoditny ofkes 
*Apews Coticav> kai Kpdvos oixw ’Appoditns tiv dotAyeiav &trepydoavto. 


1 pis’ in marg. R || 3 éxmettaxdotas KR, corr. Cumont | tw signum diametri R, corr. Cumont || 
4 &ppoditns Cumont, signum Martis R 


Tlepi tis &vatoA‘is Tis TUXNS AUTOU. 


"AvéteiAev arrou t) Tuy ard été5v AB, Ka9eds TrpoEitrov, Sick Thy TreploSov ‘Epyow Kai 
Aids: Kai dA &véterAev f TUyT TH Ae’ EviauTd Sick Thy &vapopav Tou ZKoptriov. Td Se 
As’ €viauT® gepuyev év BuCavtio Kad’ 6 &véteiAe 6 Tavipos kai ZeAtyvn Kal Kpdvos. Tavpou 
5 &vapopai xe, LeAtvns treploSos Ke, Kpdvou trepioSos vi: dyoU yivovtai xpdvoi pl. Td 
toltov <é>yéveto ypdvor Ae YW. Kal 6 ev Tatipos cas crrdKAipa Thy Eevitelav éorpavev, 6 
5é Kodvos Kai * LeAnn ods év drroKxAipati Thy muy. derd 88 étésv An y’ d&véAauype ado 
*) tTUyn’ Av yap &vatoAth TapSévou Kal Zuyou — TapSévou pév cos UrrodeEauevns Tov 
KAT|pov Tis TUyNs, Zuyou 5é ds UtroSeEapuévou “HAiov kal Aia kai ‘Epuijv, Tov KUpiov Tou 
10 KAtpou tis TUyNS. KaT& TOUTOV TOV xpdvov yéyovE KCOyUEOTWP, UTTaTos, TraTpIKIOS. TH 
Sé wS’ éviautas arreSrunoev els thv iSfav avtToU yapav peta TOAAT|S Sopugopias Kal 
TOAAOU TUOU. fv yao d&vaTelAas 6 ZeUs Kal ‘Epufis: TrepfoSos ‘Epo étn os Kai trepioSos 
Aids 1p" éyou yivovTal xpovo1 Tn TO fpiou yd. Kai éreiS1 Ev [Slois tpryavois Etuy- 
xavov, els thy iSiav thy d&troSyulav étroinoev. Av Sé Kai tf EBSopnaia trpdos “Appoditny ge- 

15 popévn: 6 yevouevos Aortrov ETOV Un) Kal unvay uo topayn Sic Tas altias tautas 


1 pil’ inmarg. R || 4 Bela’ R, corr. Cumont || 9 brode§cuevos R, corr. Cumont || 10 xor& Cumont, 
kal R | xoufotwp Cumont | rév R, corr. Cumont || 11 pa’ R | tuavtév R, corr. Cumont | thy sup. 
lin. R| woAnv Swpov gwpfas R, corr. Cumont || 13 ériyyavav R, corr. Cumont || 14 euSoppfa R, corr. 
Cumont | gpaipopévns R || 15 Aumdv R, corr. Cumont | ps R 


This horoscope can be dated about 4 pm on 29 September 440.” 


Text Computation 
Saturn Taurus 25° Taurus 27° 
Jupiter Libra 23;8 Libra 26 
Mars Capricorn 26;8 Capricorn 28 
Sun Libra 5;8 Libra 8 
Venus Scorpio 26 Scorpio 24 
Mercury Libra 23 Libra 27 
Moon Taurus 8;4 Taurus 11 
Ascendent Aquarius 23 ;30 ca. 4 PM 


Another horoscope that appears to bear an interpretation favorable to Zeno 
concerns the birth of a son to the Emperor Leo I in the spring of 463, whose 
non-viability it was used to predict. Zeno (or rather, Tarasicodissa, as he was 
still then called), I would suggest, had already been offered the hand of Leo’s 


22 Neugebauer and Van Hoesen, 140-41. 
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daughter, Ariadne, when this heir apparent was born, but his astrologer 
persuaded him that he had nothing to fear from this potential rival. The 
actual date of the marriage of Ariadne to Zeno was placed by E. W. Brooks 
“in 466, though it may have been a year or two earlier.’’®° Later scholars have 
accepted 466 or 467 as the latest possible date for the marriage, or have simply 
stated that it took place in 466.31 In fact, it might have occurred at any time 
between shortly after 459, when Leo first challenged Aspar, and 466; our 
horoscope, if interpreted correctly, indicates that the negotiations leading to 
the betrothal and subsequent marriage were in progress in April 463. As it 
was in the political interest of both Leo and Zeno that the child not live, it is 
not surprising that he died. The horoscope, preserved on folio 25” of Parisinus 
graecus 2506,?" designated P, was previously published by F. Cumont?*. 


Tévecis &TPOMOU 


Touto yéyove téxvov Baciltws, &tréSave SE unol es’ év Bulavtio. 

“Etous AioxAntiavou pod’ unvi AmrpiAAie ke’ dpa tépas CL’, “HAios Tavow y’, ZeAtvn 
Aiyoxépwti xy’, Kpdvos “YSpoxdéw xs’, ZeUs TlapSéveo 10’, “Apns Kpiés a’, "Appoditn Kpid 

5 1€', “Epytis Taupe xs’, dpooxdtros Agovti xs’, uecoupdvnua Taupe 1U’, "AvaBiBdloov 

“YSpoydq KS’, TravaéAnvos vuxtds Opa s’ wv Zuys KS’ As’, TUN Tawpw 15’, Saipcv To- 
€oT1 Ss’, Uyoua <yevéoews> AgovtT ia’. 

“Amrdbdei€is: of tprywvodeoTréTar Tou @pooKdtrou Kai ToU aipeTiKoU patos drréKAIvav 
EVAVTIOULEVO! EauTOIS Kai UTrd “Apews JewpoupeEvol. 


68isgiter. P 


This horoscope can be dated about 1 Pm on 25 April 463.34 


Text Computation 
Saturn Aquarius 26° Aquarius 28° 
Jupiter Virgo 17 Virgo 19 
Mars Aries 1 Aries 3 
Sun Taurus 3 Taurus 6 
Venus Aries 15 Aries 10 
Mercury Taurus 26 Taurus 26 
Moon Capricorn 23 Capricorn 24 
Ascending node Aquarius 24 Aquarius 27 
Ascendent Leo 26 ca. 1 PM 


° E. W. Brooks, “The Emperor Zenon and the Isaurians,” EHR, 8 (1893), 209-38, esp. 212. 

*! J.B. Bury, History of the Later Roman Empire (rep. New York, 1958), I, 318; Stein, Vom 
vomischen zum byzantinischen Staate, 530 note 2: and G. Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State, 
trans. J. Hussey (New Brunswick, 1957), 56. 

2 CCAG, VIII, 1 (Brussels, 1929), 74-115. See also D. Pingree, ed., Albumasaris De revolutionibus 
nativitatum (Leipzig, 1968), p.1x, and Hephaestionis Thebani Apotelesmatica, II (Leipzig, 1974), 
pp. V-vul. 

33 CCAG, VIII, 4, pp. 224~25. 

34 Neugebauer and Van Hoesen, 141-42. 
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The last paragraph gives the astrological reason for predicting at the child’s 
birth his imminent death; the first indicates that it in fact took place when 
he was 51/, months old—i.e., on about 30 September 463. It also indicates 
that this (and presumably the other horoscopes published in this article) was 
included in a work illustrated by the successful astrological predictions of 
Zeno’s astrologer. 


Finally, there exists another ‘‘coronation’’ horoscope from the reign of Zeno, 
that for the entry of Theodorus, the praefectus Augustalis, into Alexandria in 
the spring of 486. This is preserved in the same two manuscripts as is the 
horoscope of the coronation of Leontius: it is chapter 31 of Eleutherius’ 
compilation, on folio 105 of E, and it occupies folio 300” of U. A third copy is 
found on folio 132” of Parisinus graecus 2419, designated G, a manuscript 
copied by Georgius Midiates in the late fifteenth century.® It also was previ- 
ously edited by F. Cumont.*6 


‘Etéoa xaTtapyn. ote elofASe QedSwpos 6 AUyouotaAlos év *AAcEavipeic. 


Ottos KaAds &pEas Kai evSnviav Troijoas Kal &KAoTIOS Av Kai PIAAAN Ins Kal papTUpN- 
Seis Ui1rd Tis TIAECOS, TAKES S1e5EySn Wed’ UBpecos kal Cnulas [thy BaotAciav] dos KAEWas. 
“Etous AioKAntiavot oB’ unui Dayevaod xe’, THépa ZeATvns, Mpg a’ ~” Tis Auépas, 
5 “HAtos ly Svar Ks’, ZeATVN Atyoxépoti Kl’, Kpdvos To€dtn 1a’, Zeus Agovti kU’, “Apns Kpiép 
Ke’, "Appoditn ‘ly9va1 18’, ‘Epuiis "lySvo1 xy’, pooKdtros Kp1é) xs’, uecoupavnua Alyo- 
KépoTt 1’, "AvaBipalov Tofdtn, (travotAnvos> TapSévep, KAfipos TUyNs “YSpoxoe KC’. 


1 Ac’ in marg. E, Ae’ in marg. G, p£5‘ in marg. U | érépa om. E | post xatapyh add. tot attot U | 
Se68wpos 60m. G|ésup. lin. E,om. U || 2 odtws G | Kadds U | evSuvelav G | d&xAwrros U | pida- 
Andels G, pIAaAfs U | paptupnSts GU || 3 ta&yer E, téyuov U | tiv Baotteiav om. EG | as 6 G, ds 
U || 4% G|of’om. G, signum Lunae prog U | paynved U, papevod G| fpepivh dpa G | THs huEepas 
om. EU || 5 8 fAtos G| els Tots lySvas G | 4 oeAtvn G | els tov alyoxépwra G | d Kpdvos G | els Tov 
rofétny G| 6 lels G| els tov Atovtra G | 6 dons G| év xpi G || 6 6 Epyiis év tySuor Ky’ A &ppositn 
év ix9uo1 18’ G || 7 6 dvaPiBaloov G | tv to§étn G| post tofdrn add. 9 A’ KaroPipdlov E | tavotAnvos 
sugg. Neugebauer-Van Hoesen | wapSévep om. G | KAfipos] k E | tuyxn E | gv vSpoxdep G| x?’om. GU 


"Opa tov “Apny dpovopouvtTa Kal iS:o9povoUvTa kai U1rd A1ds Kai Kpdvou tprywvlo- 
uevov, Kal Thy “AppoSitny kal Tov KAfipov Tis TUXNS cyaSo5aipovouvTas, Kal Thy ZeAHNV 
uecoupavoucay, Kai tov Aia Kal thy “Appoditny — tous Kupious Tis ToAews — eTrTava- 
pepopevous TH CpooKdTre’ Kal eUprioeis Ta TrPGTA Tis dpXFs KAAG Kal eUyXpnoTa Kall 

5 qwavrds étraivou &fia. GAAG réAi Cite: Tov oikoSecotréTHy Tis TUXNS Kal Tis LeATNs, 
Kal evptjosis Tov Kodvov droKexAixéta Kal év é&Se1 THv ekAEiTTTIKGy ExTreTTOKOTA’ OS 
érroinoe tiv KaSaipeoiv ueS’ UBpews. TO Sé Tdxiov avTov SiadeyxSjvor trapeoKevacay 6 
GpooKdtros, & “Apns SnAovdti Kal # LeAtvn év tpomriKois CopSiois Kal SAryavapopors 
gutretrtooKdtes. TO Sé Kal CyuoSfvai avTdov trapeokevacEe TrPGTOV 6 KUPIOS TOU KAT)poU 

10 tis TUyNs dtroKeKAIKs, Kal “Apns <dpooxoTrév. TS SE HapTUPNSfjvai UTTO> Tis TOAECS 


35 CCAG, VIII, 1, pp. 20-63. See also Pingree, ed., Hephaestionis Thebani A potelesmatica, II, pp. 
XVI-XVII. 
86 CCAG, VIII, 1, pp. 100-1. 
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€ 


éTroinoay 6 Zeus Kai } “Appoditn — <oi KUpio1> Tis TroAEws — ETrAVAMEDOLEVO! TH COpCC- 
KOTICD QUTG. tv 5 yovoTtovos Kal UBpiotihs Sia THY puoiv Tou “ApEews ToU Trap’ aipeciv 
@POOKOTIOUVTOS. 


1 Spa] dpooxdtros G | dpovopotivtos G | iS10Spovotvtos G, Si09povotvta U || 2 thviom. G || 3 tos — 
TdéAews om. GU || 4 evprooes U, even E | evxpiota U || 5 altraivou G | Unticas E || 6 xaltom. E| 
eup E, om. GU | xal? om. G | réow GU | &Aerrrixdv U | exrrerrtroxétas G, éurretterrtooKdtos U || 
7 UBpewv U | attod U | trapeoxéBacev U || 7.8 6 dens Kal 6 wpooKdrres E, wpooxorrév &pns G || 8 SnAo- 
voT1om. E | tpomxiis U, tpomixgd E | lepdicn E | dAryavagopds GU || 9 tetuynkétes E | xol om. G | 


CnuiwSévar G || tewtepov G | 8 “KAtpou KUptos E || 10 dtroxexAnkdds U, dtroxexAnkds G | tot méA0u 
GU || 11 énoinoey EGU | tot méAou GU || 12 attotd GU | UBpnotis G| tot! om. EU || 14-20 schema 
om. E || 14 tuxnsom. G || 16 f om. U || 186 3 G| xB U | 20 &0om.G 


This horoscope can be dated about 7:30 am on Monday 17 March 486.37 


Text Computation 
Saturn Sagittarius 11° Sagittarius 13° 
Jupiter Leo 27 Leo 29 
Mars Aries 25 Aries 28 
Sun Pisces 26 Pisces 28 
Venus Pisces 12 Pisces 5 
Mercury Pisces 23 Pisces 16 
Moon Capricorn 27 Capricorn 29 
Ascending node Sagittarius Sagittarius 4 
Ascendent Aries 26 ca. 7:30 AM 


It would appear that the astrologer had predicted great things for Theo- 
dorus when he was appointed by Zeno to the prefecture, but then was forced 
by circumstances to seek within the horoscope the indicators of his fall. 


3? Neugebauer and Van Hoesen, 148-49. 
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A series of eight other horoscopes datable between 1 October 474 and 
2 April 488%8 are found in the same Greek manuscripts as have preserved the 
political horoscopes discussed in this paper. Some or all of them may have 
been cast by Zeno’s astrologer. But the question of their authorship can not 
be decided one way or the other since neither ‘‘Palchus’’ nor “‘Rhetorius’’ is 
an uncontaminated source. 


38 Ibid., 142-52. 


